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A Student Design Project in collaboration with Siemens, Max McMurdo and Milton Keynes College

“The students in Art and Design have been offered a fabulous opportunity, to work with both Siemens and Max McMurdo from Dragons Den”

Clare Elliot 

Siemens is the great, innovative technology brand in the home appliance sector. The name stands for outstanding engineering achievements, characterized by creativity, perfection and precision. For more than 160 years now, these values have shaped the Siemens brand. They provide the basis for a continuous flow of innovations, which have constantly improved people’s lives.  In addition to award winning home appliances, no other company in the world does more to help preserve the Earth's natural resources and reduce harmful emissions globally.
Therefore, with a spirit of collaboration Siemens an award winning company from an environmental aspect set a brief for the students here at Milton Keynes College in partnership with Max McMurdo of Reestore. Clare Elliot, Personal Tutor to the selected students is co-ordinating the project for Milton Keynes College. 

The first year students on the Extended Diploma in Art and Design were challenged to Upcycle either a Siemens oven, hob, hood, fridge, washing machine, or dishwasher to create a unique product.  The finished product can be a light, table, chair, or bin, and will be made by Max McMurdo and installed in Siemens UK headquarters. 

Max McMurdo, Managing Director, of Reestore has been working with our students over the last twelve weeks. Max first came to public prominence when he appeared on the BBC programme Dragons Den.  Deborah Meaden and Theo Papitis two of the entrepreneurs on the programme offered Max McMurdo investment to create Reestore, a company that upcycles everyday waste into functional pieces of furniture and accessories. 
“eco products …..can be beautiful and contemporary”

Max McMurdo
The students who have been working on this project for the last 12 weeks have now produced their final designs.  An exhibition of the designs has taken place in the Atrium Gallery at Bletchley College on 6th February 2012, from which Siemens has made a shortlist selection of 6 designs.  These finalists represent each category from the brief and will go on to a final round of judging on 9th March when the winning student will receive £1000 of Siemens products.

For further details contact gino.ballantyne@mkcollege.ac.uk

